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So ran that ye may obtain. 


TY HE preat ptinciple-of Religion is' 20 believe that thert. 
is a God, and that he is a Rewarder of thoſe that diligently 

ſeek him, Heb.11.6. So that as iot to believe God to 

<> be a Rewarder would diſcourage all diligence and. en- 
deavour, ſo to believe that' the Reward he' offers.may be obtained 

with. little: or late pajds would incourage 'both ;ſloth arid: delay: 
Therefore from the Text I ſhall endeavour to ſhew there is a reward 

worth our looking after, arid yet that it is not to be obtained with- 

out ſerious and diligerit endeavours. HY DI TH 

— + . The firſt part of the Verſe is, Know you not that they who ran in 
a Race rut all, but one receiveth the Prize Tm the maſtery of run- 

ning, uſed by the Greeks of old, there were Orders ard Rulles to be 
obſerved, there was a white Line or Canon which they were not 

to go over, .arid cut the Race ſhorter, by taking'the ricareſt way ; 

for if one did ſo, though he came firſt to the Race erid, yet did he 

not get the Prize, becauſe he did not run lawfully, 2 77m. 2. 5; 

- But the Apoſtle here leaves out part of that diſcourſe which thould 
make the ſenſe compleat ; which therefore is to be ſupplyed thus: 

In the Maſtery or Game of Running, but one (namely he who 
running lawfully comes ſootieſt to the Race end) receives the 

Prize, but in the Chriſtian Race it is otherwiſe as to the number of 

thoſe who ſhall be crowned, for every one that ruris lawfully, ac- 
cording to the Rule and Canon of the new Creature, Gal. 6. 16. 

{hall obtain the Reward, and ſhall not be reprobated or caſt away; 

"4; v.27. of this Chapter ; for in ſpiritual Enjoyments by ſpiritual Fa- 

+ Cculties every one may have all the Object entire to enjoy, and one 
having it hinders not another from having; it likewiſe. Thus; ano- 

3: thers 


thers knowing God perfectly hinders not me from knowing him 
perfectly according to my.capacity, nor doth his Toving God hin- 
der me from loving and delighting in him with all my foul. 

_ Therefore the Pſalmult faith, P/a/. 16.5. The Lord is the portion of 
mine Inheritance; yet not ſoasto ſeclude others ; but he zs the por- 
tion of his Saints, and the full and compleat Inheritance to every * 
Saint. So that the Church Triumphant is called: he Church of the 
firſt-born of God, Heb. 12.23. becauſe as the firſt-born had the whole 
Eſtate of his Father, ſo in-Heayen- every: Saznt:;is poſſeſſed of the 
whole'3»hzritance incorruptible, . undefiled," that fadeth not away, re- 
ſerved: for us, x Pet. 1.4. And theretore: every one is called a King, 
weare:redeemed.to be Kings and Prieſts: ( High Prieſts) to our God, 
Rv. 10. :Imother Forms 'of Goyernment-(as States or. Common- 
Wealths) the Princpdlity:is,not in.one, but; ſhared to many, :but 
in a'Kingdom there 4s oneentirely.poſſeſied of the Power; :and-.fo 
in: Heaven evety-tJint.: hath: the | .whole:., Kingdom, .. and- is, 
inveſted with the tulneſs of joy: jo oy wn 

- . But though the ſpiritual-Racadifiers-trom. the outward /thmian oP 
and :O/ympick order, ;in; that: aot- only: one but. mariy may at once- 
obtain the: Prize, yet they agree. in this; that only 'they, who run 
awfully: can:obtain;.onty they whoiſeek: for: glory. and immorta-- 
Ivy an .the: wayi:Ged.iappoints,ſhall have «ternal ilite, Rom. 2: 7.1 
Therefore the: Apoſile-here exhorts, /o ramthat.geu indy obtain. 
, : Here. therefore art intimated. theſe two. Truths ; Finſt, : That 
there is Reward propoſed by-God to the Religious, which we may 
obtain if we: ſeek. as we ought. Secondly, That only they who: 
purſue the Reward -in Gods. way: ſhall obtain it, only they who 
prefs on fomard the mark for the prize of, the high calling of Gotl in-Chrift: 
Jeſus, Phul. Joi I) ©: NO OTE SHIT RO IOTEITENT HE 6 
The firſt-Truth, /Th&- there is Reward tothe righteous, that: 
there is an-happineſs and xeſt propounded to the Saints, is a Truth. * 
ſo fully proved in Scripture, that the Apoſtle. faith the confirming 
of this. to us was; the; very end of penning the Scripture, Row: 15. 
4: For- whatſqever things were written were written for our learning, 
that we. through | patience and conſelation. of the Scriptures Py Have, 
I GEIO | T | 4111 


hoge 5 And the great Effect of the Goſpel is by 'S. Reter referred to 
, this, i'Pet. 'r.q-; To: beget us $0 a lively hope of an inheritance incor- 
- raptible;&c. And: indeed-it! was inot! ſatable to.the. infinite | good- 
_ neſs of:God-to:propdfte @:Task; and not to incourage. us-by propo- 
. fal of a Reward-alſo...., So-that.he appeals by'his Prophet to. the 
| {ſraelites. experience, {ſai. 45.19. 7 ſaid not to the ſeed of Jacob, 
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Jeeb. je we grain oY el eo a a oe by 
Nay indeed todeny this, is to aſſert that Chriſt dyed in wain, 
; and became the Metlator,of a New TCR eas ngrich 
and. precious Promiſes;! nay 'it would. charge God that he: made 
Man, after-ais'own Image, capable. of happinels, and gave. him de- 
* fires after it,, only. to torment him with thoſe truitleſs deſires. |, 
_" It is trueGod may-þy; vertue.of his Sayeraignty over. us his Creg- 
fuxes command us what he pleaſeth; but wig. are ſure he cannot de- 
ay, his own Goodasls,. and. command us:any thing which hath-nor 
. Reward annexed which will apundandly. compenſate our Obedi- 
ence; nay indeed our, Obgglience it ſelf carrigs 1ts. own Reward in 
1 it, and there is that inward, peace and ſatisfaction,to our ſelves, and 
1 that ſweet retiexion-(pringing tram, every a of ſincere obedience, 
that we may' warcantably. conſent.,to the Pſalmilt,” that 7n keeping 
his Commandments (as well as for keeping them) there 1s exceeding 
cet cond IA Si nimmoo ad ants alma a 
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._-,;So that it-is a flanderaſuing, from 2 prapſians Spuat.that ſyeales 
evil of the things he hath not txyed, to ay;there, 1,09, profix and 
benefit in ſerving, of the Lord: For wedare Fophdgntly put if to the 
judgment of any rational man, whether: or noChriſtian Religion 
doth ..not propound as high and  fatista&tory 


y atisfa as" natural . and - 
Proper an happineſs.to Mankind:as can pg 
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1” val L616 nts: 22143313 
iþly be defired, and.next 


cency or efficacy of. uſing ſuch means, namely. Repentance foWar ds - 
God, and Faith towards our Lord Jeſus Chrift,, oO 2 

Both which I ſhall endeavour to make good in the propoſal of 
the Prize, and the ſeveral Branches of it, and in the peclaring: the 
way and means which by. Gods appointment we are.to take for the | 
obtaining of 1t. EE I EECooo tag — = 


- 14S: is Iwo AHL ©) diate 
whether-it dgth.not, propoupd. ſo ſurable, means for, the,atraning 
" of that happineſs, that, no man, can, juſtly, queition. either The de- 


' The Prize or Happineſs propoſed in the: Chriſtian Religion in- 
cludes all thoſe Priviledges which*Chrift hath pprchaſed -for us ; 
which ordinarily are reduced to four heads, namely, pardon of Sin, 
peace. of Chnſcience, ſpecial Grace to heal our Natures and renew them, 
and Glory to compleat us both in Holineſs and Happineſs, and that 
mot only. in our Soul upon its ſeparation from the Body, but alſo to 
= Body and Soul when the Body ſhall be raiſed and united to the 
—__— NET TOP O85. 0177. IP QO3 ISDN Y£ 
' >the difcourſing of every one of them I ſhall firſt, as well-as I 
-am able, explain the Nature of the Priviledge propoſed. Second- 
1y, I ſhall The that the ſame is promiſed 1n the New Covenant 
ealed in the Blood of Chriſt. Thirdly, I ſhall ſhew what Chriſt 
hath done or ſuffered that we might be capable of the Priviledge. 
'Fourthly, What we.muſt do that we may aCtually obtain the ſame. 
"The firſt is' pardon of fin: It is evident from the accourit which 
Scripture gives of Mans ſtate in Innocency, that before ſin entred 
, there were no ſort of temporal Evils, fuch as ſickneſs, pain, harms 
'from the other Creatures, yea or death of the Body. And yet 
' when we ſay God now in Chrift promiſeth pardon of fin, by that 
-we mean not, that God will not- lay any temporal Evils upon us, 
yea or ſend death on us on the account of our fin; for it is evident 
from David's Example after his committing Murder and Adultery, 
that God dorh 6rdinatilyeorre& with temporal Evils thoſe to whom 
{ot he forgives their ſin5' 2 'Sam.'r2. 13,14. And for two Reaſons 
God may thus chaſtiſe his Children when they ſin: Firſt, To cauſe 
them more earneſtly to bewail their ſins which produce ſuch bitter 
fruit. Serondly, If cheir fins have been notorious and ſcandalous 
God to vigalcare the honour of his own Righteous Government in 
the World, may viſit them with his correction, leſt the Enemies of 
Reſigion ſhould blaſpheme his Name ;andbe incouraged to provoke 
"him, and becauſe he holds his peace, P/a/. 50 2r. think lim ſuch 
an one as themſelves. 
_ Nor yetdo we thean, when we promife in Chriſts Name par- 
don of fin, that there ſhall no fears and terrors of Confcience to]- 
"low the Cormimitlion of it; tor fure, 'thert David would never have 
my | complain- 
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complained as he'doth:of broken bones, ': P/a/..51. 8. and cried out; 
for.thereſtauration of Gods free Spirit,” and for: the lifting up. the 
light of his countenance :. For God for the reafon aforefaid, may 
withdraw the comfort ofhis free Spirit, to cauſe the offender to 
mourn more bitterly, ard to be more caretul for the time tocome:: 
A$Sia:Father may withdraw, his ſmiles, and may frown upon that 
offending Child for ſometime, whom yet hei doth-.hpt--interid to 
ifinkerir or perpetually to eftrange his favour from. © __ "1.1 
| Thereforeby pardon of fin, we mean that' God will not viſit 
the Curſe and :malediQtion upon us, which by the firſt Covenant 
was due to. our fin : Now, though the ette&t:.of that: Curſe was 
temporal Evils; .andtemporat Death; yet fince rhe promiſe. of the 
Incarnationand ſuffering ofiChriſt, the Nature-of 'thenv _is change! 
ed: And the Curſe lieseſpecially in the eftrangement of the: heart 
from Godin growing hardned againſt his Fear ,diſpairing of his mer- 
ey and goodneſs, being averſe to his commands,and vexatious under 
his;Providences, and to enyy and hate others: thisisthe main'ofthe 
Curſe inthis lite; and'the Completion and fulfilling ofitwillat talt 
be in bitter departingitrom:God according:to that feritence; Math yp. 
41. Depart from me ye curſed ;andin being filled with Rage,Envy,and 
Deſpair: And it is not to.be queſtioned; ſeeing thee: happineſs of Men 
and Angels, confiſts irknowing and contemplating:Gods' Excel- 
lencies, and in the Exercife of thoſe. holy atte@1sns to: God,” 'which 
becomes the Creature todraw forth, 'namely,'to reverence his Pre. 
ſence, Majeſty and Goodneſs; toitruſt. his:Gogdhefs) and. Cart, 
and Mercy, and Faithfullnefs, and toſubmit to the Hoty and Gra- 
cious gppointments of his will about them, to-love, and-dehplit 
in and praiſe his excellencies revealed to "them, - to obey. cheartul- 
ly all his Commands, and::to have their-chief deſires after? his fa- 
vou? ; that therefore the Curſe and miſery borh of Meir atid 'An- 
gels lies chiefly in the eſtrangement and departure of their minds 
and affeftions from God. Now any outward conditioti that is oc. 
eafion of any ones hateing and being .eſtranged from-God as from 
a revenging irreconcilable Adverſary, of of raging againſt him, anc 
envying the honour which his Creatures 'pay to: him, hattitlic curſe 
| mingled 


"+ } 

mingled witlit:: . Nay whatſoever caufethus to hate; brenvy;!or 
vex and torment: any of-our, Fellow Creatutes; cor to deſigntoim: 
plunge them in finning againſt. their God andours, is alſo influ! 
enced by.the Curie, this may be turther evidenced'/by contemplat- . 
ing the-ftate of the Devils, .as maniteſted;1n Scriptures: So now: 
then when welſay one: partof;.the prize;-tal bei run for; 4s. pardon 
of Sin ji we plainly: mean by: pardon; that: Godowill —_— 


o 
our Tranſgrellionsto us, ſoastoyiſitsn us anypar-ofiche:' Carl; 
that yet continues a Curſe, and:that is an eſtrangement from Gdd ; 
And that whatſoever affliction he corre&ts us with,. yet:he will'nes 
tet it thus pervert out hearts to hate him,or our fellowCreatutes;rs 
be 'grieved and envy'lus Glory;;orthicir:Happiteſs, td beliiragediat 
his dealings with us;- and'to be filldd;with;a tearful LexpeFation>of 
his Wrath and fiery :Indignatian:; atidihereafter +to:Bave: thehſame 
Ro down /uponi us, . 40 the utinoſt rliztg"we ſhall be capa: 
b Cf Df eh {HEHSCHAON ITY {4 <>: F435 ©0194 PLOTTTEST0, Lf; {3 
-- For: if notwithſlanding our affliftions; : God iſtull, koophus-tidet) __ 
the holy reſtraigt.of his preſance;: andotd xdeſire;.and'i follow 8rd = 


Li 
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| ſuftexed that thus men inight be: capdlle of:pardon Ty Fon £:39plain x 
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i a4 &. condeſcention of God to make a ſecond Covenant 


Firſt therefore, Chriſt hath taken our Nature upon him, and in 
that nature born ſo much of the Curſe as could be born without 
ſin, at leaſt ſo much of it, as God will accept of as fatistactory on: 
our belialf; and ſo much as declares Gods juſt indignation againſt 
ſin, in that he'made him a propitiation for ſin through liis blood.- 
ſhedding, God ſubjeRting him to a painful and ſhametul death, 
and ſo much as may make Believers perfeCt in things pertaining to 
the Conſcience. + | Ss 
2. This Death of Chriſt was not only an undergoing of the 
Curſe due by the firſt Covenant-to our fin, . but was the ſealing of 
a New Covenant for us, wherein God promiſeth that what of the 
© Curſe is changeable ſhall be changed, and that all thoſe good things 
I before mentioned, namely, pardon, peace, grace, and glory ſhall 
be given : So that the new Teſtament is founded in his blood ; and 
Chriſts death is both a propitiation for fin, and a confirmation of 
a New Covenant. | | 
4: Therefore we are to enquire upon what terms in this New 
Covenant, we may hope for the pardon oi our fins. I anſwer, 
- I. God requires that we thould with ſeriouſneſs and diligence ſearch 
and examine the paſt ſinfulneſs of our hearts and lives, fo far as 
we can recolle& and remember the ſame : [Thus therefore we are 
exhorted, Lam. 3.40. Let us ſearch and try our ways, and turn unto 
the Lord our God: He that is not by examination of himſelf made 
acquainted with the ſinfulneſs of his heart and life, will never give 
God the glory of his patience or of his mercy, and conſequently 
will never reap the fruits of Gods mercy... , _ 
2. We mult ſeriouſly repent and grieve for the ſinfulnefs of our 
hearts and lives, which upon examination we have diſcovered ; 
and eſpecially on theſe accounts, becauſe (namely) we have therein 
diſhonoured God, deſpiſed his Majeſty and Soveraignty, broken 
his righteous Commands, and preferred the gratifying of our luſts, 
before the pleaſing him or ſecuxing to our ſelves a part in his fa- 
vour ; and that we have by our {ins fought againſt' our own ſouls, 
B _ if 


in eltranging them from that fear, and faith, and lovin 
from that deſire after him, and debght in him, whicWarryo: 
have purified our ſouls, and yielded them true and ſolid peace and 
comfort. This ſorrow is required as is teſtified, As 3. 19. Repent 
and be converted, &c. and in many other Scriptures. 

3. It is required that we receive the glad Tidings of Salvation in 
Chriſt with all joy and thankfulneſs, and own his death as. the 
only- propitiation for ſin, ' of Gods ſetting forth and appointing, 
Row. 3. 2.5. 'and labour by earneſt Prayer, and diligent attendance 
upon the Word and Sacraments, to get our ſelves confirmed in a 
good hope that God will accept of us in him, which is called work- 
ing out our ſalvation, Phil. 2.12. and thus it 1s faid, Mark 16. 16. 
he that believeth not ſhall be damned; nay, is'condemned already ; or 
is ſtill under the Curſe due to his fins by the old Covenant, becauſe 
m believeth not onthe Son of God incarnate and ſuffering for his. 
INS. | 
4. There is required that we ſet our ſelves to:mortifie- and ſub. 
due all thoſe ſintul luſts- and inclinations whereby” heretofore we: 
have been aCted to go contrary to Gods tear; and that we may 
ſubdue them, we are to pray againſt them, to avoid the occaſions. 


Which might betray us to them, to uſe all due reſtraints upon-our 


ſenſes, to ttrive topurifie our imaginations, to reſtrainour tongues. 


from diſcourſing.of what is pleaſing to our cortupt inclinations, to- 
meditate upon: the-Crofs of Chriſt, and what he ſuffered: for. the 


fins which thoſe corrupt affetions prompted us to; and alſo we are 


to uſe outward Diſcipline: of Faſting, Watching, or Labour to 


 bring.under our bodies, left. the luxuriancy of the powers: thereof 


ſhould, betray: our ſouls to fin; Thus, Rom. 8. 13. 1t is ſaid, 7 ye 


F 


live after the fleſh.you: ſhall die, but if ye by.the Spirit do mortifie the 


deeds of the body. you ſhall tive. | LE DE | 
5. There is required that we forgive others; as ever we hope for 
forgiveneſs, Matth. 6. 14. EE 
6. That we endeavour to repair the dammage we have done to 
others ſinfully, cither in their 'name or eſtate, or other their juſt 
intcreſt, ſofat as weare able: Thus did Zachens, Luke 19.8. - 
7, That 


Nw 


7, That we ſtrive to recover thoſe out of the ſnare of the Devil 
whom we by our example, or advice, or ſollicits; or any other 
way havedrawninto ſin hg 

Thus that we might be partakers of that pardon of fin,” which 
Chriſt by his blood hath purchaſed, and which God through his pro- 
pitiation can give without diſhonour to himſelf in any othis holy 
Attributes,there is required in the Goſpel or new Covenant that we 
ſearch our hearts and ways, that we bewail our fins, that we be- 
lieve on the Lord Jeſus, that we mortifie our luſts, forgive our 
Enemies, repair thoſe to whom we havedone wrong, and ſtrive 
to recover to Repentance thoſe that we have inſnared in fin: 
And to prove this to be an infallible effe&t of true re- 
pentance, we urge David's Example, who after his Murder and 
Adultery was concerned, ' as appears, Pſal.51.13. for all thoſe 


that by his example had fallen; For praying to God for pardon and 


peace, he promiſeth, then wil! 7 teach tranſgreſſors thy ways, and fin- 
zers ſhall be converted unto thee; the (thea) not aſſigning the time, 
but profeſling his intention immediately ſo to do, not as if he 
would not do it till he had peace, but that he would doit preſently 
that he might have peace. 

And the Exhortations that are made by ſinners jointly to one 
another, intimates this to be a Duty, Come let us return unto the 
Lord, Hol. 6. 1. and Heb. 3. 13. Exhort one another daily, whilſt it 
is called to day, leſt any Fo hardned through the deceitfullneſs of ſin : 
and if this Admonition and Exhortation of one another be a duty 
due to all Perſons in general with whom we doconverſe,much more 


to thoſe whom we have inſnared, and ſo the Apoſtle Fudebids, Y. 


22. of his Epiſtle, Of ſome have compaſſion, making a difference, and 
others ſave with fear, plucking them out of the fire ; have compaſlion on 
all ſinners, but eſpecially ſave with fear thoſe you your ſelves have 
enſnared. 

And it is not to be queſtioned, but that if we be true Converts 
we will endeavour, as an evidence both of our repentance and 
charity, to convert our Brethren, and eſpecially thoſe whom we 
have ſnared. And.I believe wy are many penitents, that if 

z it 
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it was in their power, would give all they have in this world to re- 
cover ſome fp the dead whom they have firined with, that they 
might teachythe fame leſſon of repentance which themſelves have 
been taught of God. | nn BY iy 
And now ſure there needs not many Motives to urge us to. ſeek 
this great priviledge of forgivnelſs of fins : If we be tn, any degree 
ſenſible of the bitterneſs of that Curſe whichis intailed; on it, we 
will certainly'cry out as, P/al. 32. 1. Bleſſed (yea lurely bleſſed 
is hewhoſe tranſgreſſion is forgiven, and whoſe ſir is covered, bleſſed 
is the, man to whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity. Whilſt we are 
under the Curſe, our very outward bleflings,and” temporal afflicti- 
ns have it mingled,” and.all work together to make us vex, be 
-2rful, envious, to hate God and Man. And 'the means God re- 
quires us to uſe in order to it is very ſuitable to Gods honour 
to require of his offending Creature, and very becoming man to 
uſe ;. yea Mans falyation.could not be compleat, nor he redeemed 
from the bitterneſs and folly of his fin,. ifall this that we have named 
was not requited in order to his forgiveneſs through Chriſt, namely 
to ſearch our ways, arid mourn for theſm of them, and forſake our 
ſins, to mortifieour luſts,to forgive others, to repair injuries done to 
others,and to ftrive to recover out ofthe. fnare of ſin our fellow offen- 
ders: All which a&ts carry a'ſweetneſs inthe performance of them. 
The Second branch of the Prize ora flower of the Crown to 
be obtained, is peace of Conſcience, which is indeed attainable in 
the ſame methods 'that pardon of Sin 1s attainable ; Conſcience is 
that power of the Soul,” whereby we judge what is the Law of 
God, and whether our aCtions are agreeable to it ; and what pe- 
nalty.is due to us for breach of it: Andit is the office of conſcience 
upon the'violation of Gods Law, 'to bind us over to an expetation 
of Gods wrath: New then I do not ' here by peace of conſcience 
mean that quiet ſlate of conſcience. which Adam had before he ſin- 
ned, though that is true.,peace of confcienee : But that is a ſtate 
which no man hath, ſeeing af men have ſinned and fallea ſhort of 
the Glory of God; our inquiry therefore is after that peace of Con- 
ſcience whith may'be obtained by a'finner, or by one whoſe Con- 
tcience. 


————— — 
ſcience hath faithfull y accuſed him for bfeacti of the T.aw. Te 
© _ So that there i5 the peace of an innocent ſtate; - and the peace. of 
'Creeqmnaced flare: © Eo IDIOT 965 2h pig hes ; 

. This ſecond ſort of peace therefore . is ſtill further to te diſtin- 
guiſhed; Firſt, irom a ſilence of Conſcience ;; many. young incon- 
tiderate Perſons have never called themſelves to account for their 
ſins, nor-kept a Court of Conſcience within doors, and fo- Conſei- 
ence accuſeth not,vccaufe it hath not pondered and:confidered their 
ways ; and under this ſtate of a filent Conſcience, are not only 
many young careleſs perſons, but alſo worldlings, whoſe minds 
being moſily taken upabout their drudgery and worldly bulineſs, 
are not at leaſure to conſider how it is betwixt God and: their own 
Souls. The ſame allo 1s the ſtate of ſome of better quality, » wlioſe 
chiet employment being to follow their Recreations and Divertiſe- 
ments, do uſually difi:nguith their times by their Sports, their 
Viſits, and Feaſts, and looking atter their Eſtates which may main- 
ram them' in Luxury and idleneſs: - Conſcience in theſe: Perſons 
' keeps Non-teriz all the year, and whullt it is ſilent they think all-is 
well, but a diſappointment, or fickneſs, or other. diftreſs uſually 
opens the mouth of it, and brings ſome of thew {tans to remetn- 
brance; and then they eaſily diſtinguith berwixt a:State of a ſilent 
Conſcience and a quieted Conſcience. | T 9 

Secondly, Yet turther, the ſtare of feared Conſcience is'to-;be 
diſtinguiſhed from peace of Conſazence; 'Aman'by bold; and will- 
ful, and trequent ſinning againſt his light, may. ſo bafite his Con- 
ſcience, that at the laſt it will not at all reprove, like 'a cowed 
Dog, that will neither bark nor kite, or as a ſeared- part- hath no 
feeling in it ; but though deſperate and cuſtomary ſinners may ar- 
riveat this ſtate, and keepit all the time of rheir' proſperity ; ; yet 
uſually a day of adverſity plueks oft the feared brawny Skin, and 
then Conſcience tlyes upon them, 1n ſo much the! greater- terrour, 
by how much the oftener they have-boldly ſinned againſt it. 

Thirdly, Peace of Conſcience 1s to be diſtinguiſhed fram that 
Enthuſtaſtical comfort which ſome'melancholly. perſons feel, whe! 
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the clearer and brighter part” of the: Cloud is : turned upon the! 
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'Fancies : Sometimes theſe perſons are full of Joy, and by and by 
caſt down under unexpreſlible fears and terrours, and after a while 
joy comes again, as the humour prevails in them, when yet no 
rational account can be given by themſelves of thoſe ſudden 
and rapturous changes. But peace of Conſcience 4s a ſtate iſſuing 
from a ſerious and conſiderate weighing of the terms on which 
they hope that God is reconciled to them, not from the temper of 
their Bodies ; though that very temper may be and oft is uſed by 
Gods Spirit, to make them ſerious, as it is by Satan to diſturb and 
trouble ſerious Chriſtians. 

Fourthly, Peace of Conſcience is diſtinguiſhed from the quiet 
which ſome weak and ſcrupulous Perſons obtain by change of their 
ſide, or party, oropinion : It is the ordinary Artifice of Seducers 
to fill the minds of thoſe they would pervert with many doubts 

concerning their Church-State, their Opinions and Profeſſions they 
have been bred in, and ge ucgersf to threaten them with 
damnation, if they perſiſt in their old way, or party or Opini- 
on ; and weak perſons are hereby ſtartled and frighted, and cannot 
have quiet till they change their ſide, and then upon their change 
the ſtorm is over, but peace of Conſcience 1s the fruit not of 
a change of party or opinion, but of evidence of the fatisfaQorineſs 
ofthe propitiation of Chriſts death, and of our ſincerity in purſu- 
ing the peace (thereby purchaſed) in ſuch a way as God tenders it, 
5. Peace of Conſaience is to be diſtinguiſhed from that content 
of heart that comes by ſatisfaction of impatient deſires after ſome 
temporal good things ; ſome in want are melancholly and droop- 
ing, nay ſome young Perſons diſappointed in their loves are fo al- 
ſo. .ndifthey can but in that fadnels cait half an eye towards their 
Sins, they think it is Religious ſorrow, and when afterwards by 
the providence of God they attain the deſires of their hearts they 
miſtake that ſatisfaQion for peace of Conſcience. 
Therefore to define as clearly as we can, what peace of Conſci- 
ENCE IS: | 
It is a ſtate of quiet in the Soul ; iſſuing from a ſerious and con- 
{derate belief, that Chriſt hath fully ſatisfied for our (ins, and that 
we 
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IS 

 weare in ſucha ſtate towards God, that according to the terms of 
the Goſpel, God hath promiſed to accept of us, and juſtifie us ac- 
cording. to - the Covenant ſealed by Chriſts death : {6 that two- 
things go to the making up peace.of Conſcience,' a belief that 
Chritt hath rendered God propitious towards us by his death, 
and an hope that wein particular are in ſuch a Condition that God 
hath promiſed in the Goſpel to accept ofus. o_ 

Now then we will prove briefly by one Scripture or two, that” 
ſuch a ſtate is: promiſed in the new Covenant, ſaz. 6x. 1, 2, 3. faith. 
Chriſt, 7he Spirit of the Lord is upon me, becauſe he hath anointed 
me to preach glad tidings to the meek, to bind up the broken hearted, 
to comfort thoſe that mourn : On which Text our Saviour preached, 
Luke q. 18, at Nazareth, andapplied the Prophecy to' himſelf, ſo 
P/al. 147. 3. God healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth up thei# 
wounds, | | | 

The third ſtep in our method is to ſhew what Chriſt hath 
done, that we may be capable of this benefit. I anſwer, Firſt he 
hath ſuflered the penalty due to our breach of the Law, and there- 
by hath provided to make us perfect in things pertaining to the 
Conſcience, which the Sacrifices of the Law could never do for” 
the Fews, ZYeb.9.9. and 13. 14. For if the blood of Bulls and of 
Goats, Sc. how much more ſhall the blood of Chriſt, who through the 
eternal ſpirit offered up himſelf without ſpot to God, purge our conſci- 
ences from dead works. dd, POIROT 

Secondly, Chrift hath ſealed a New Covenant by his blood, - 
wherein he hath provided this priviledge, that Believers, though 
under very full conviction of their ſins exceeding ſinfulneſs; ſhall. 
yet obtain this ſweet frame upon ſuch terms as his Goſpel propound- 
eth : the damned are under conviction but not'capable of peace.- 

Thirdly, Chriſt ſends his Spirit of Adoption into the hearts of 
the humble, teaching them'to' reaſon vigorouſly againſt their 
own fears, on the account of Chriſts propitiation' and ſealing, a 
new Covenant, as David did, P/al. 43.5: Why art thou caſt down, 
O my Soul 2 and why art thou diſquieted within me >: hape in God, fer 
1. ſhall yet praife him, who is the health of my countenance, and wy 

God : - 
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God : But the ſpirit alſo, by his operation upon their hearts, effi. 
caciouſly removeth their tears,, and bringeth them toa childlike 
confidence in God's mercy,and builds them up to more degrees of 
peace daily, if they do not grieve him by any diſorderly praiſe, 
to that they can ſing with David, In the multitude of my thoughts 
within me, thy comforts (0 God) refreſh my ſoul, Pfal. 94. 19. So that 
the grounds of reaſoning againſt our doubts of Gods favour may 
be as clear at our firſt converſion as afterwards, yet the degrees 
of comfort .and of confidence in God as a reconciled Father, are 
increaſed daily by the ſpirit of Chriſt, in ſuch a ſort of influence as 
1s rather of natural agency than moral. 

Fourthly, Chriit hath for this end appointed a Miniſtry in the 
Church, to be the helpers ot the joy of his Saints, 2 Cor. 1. 2.4. and 
commiſſions them to ſpeak a word in ſeaſon to him that is weary, 
Iſa. 50. 4- | DOLLY 

Fifthly, And appoints the word andthe promiſes of it to be 
preached, and the Sacraments to be adminittred for the ſame end, 
to build up his people in comfort through believing. TE 

Sixthly, And ſo tempers his Providences, that they alſo have 
a ſpecial ſignificancy to humble ſouls, to perſwade them God hath 
a fayour to them in Jeſus Chriſt, as Manoah's Wife argued, Jude. 
I3.23. Jf the Lord would have ſlain us, he would not have told ns ſuch 
things as theſe ; Nay, indeed when a Chrittian is made ſerious, and 
refle&s on God's former providences about himſelf, he is put to 
think that he is that,one ſheep of an hundred, whom the good 
Shepherd hath ſought more than ninety and nine others, for ought 
he knows: And theretore it is of great uſe to Chriſtians to repeat 
oft, with themſelves the Hiſtory of their own Lives from the be- 
ginning as, far asthey can remember, and of Gods dealing with 
them... POTN NT BEET | 
4. We are to ſhew how Chriſtians may run to obtain this prize, 
and not only to get, butalſoto keep a Conſcience void of ottence 
and diſturbance, as Pau/ exerciſed himſelf todo, Ads 24. 16. 

Firſt, I will ſet down what will not lead a perſon to peace of 
Conſcience, who is truly convinced of his fins exceeding ſinfulneſs, 
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Firſt, it will beno ſure foundation of Peace, to run to Penances im- 
poſetl by our ſelves or others, - Tt 1s true, that ſome auſterities may 
be uſeful to bring down our bodies, and mortifie'our luſts, but are 
no way compenlative for ſin; nor can they any way morethanthe 
dead facrifices of the Mofaical inſtitution make perfe&, in things 
pertaining to the Conſcience. £6 +: 4.5 0 £2200 TO 

. Secondly, Nor can Almſdeeds, in themfelves, quiet Conſcience 
for” former fins: that peace is the only purchaſe and effect * of : the 
blood of Chriſt: it is true: Almfſ:deeds area fit fruit'of our Faith 
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"Thirdly, 'Nor can falfe' reaſonings, asif God was all mercy 'and 
had no reſpe& to his ſoveraignty and holineſs, bring:ſolid Peace: 
for God hathdeclared he 'willl not deny-himſelf; or ſhew: merey, 
but'in away becoming his glorious excellency, and that therefore 
he will not be merciful but in Chriſt, and through his mediation, 
and to them only that ſeek his favour according to the tenourof 
the Goſpel ; and the preſumptuous that ſeem to'tlatten God's mer- 
ey, by pretence of dependance upon it, ſhall find themſelvesmiſe. 
tably miſtaken, and he will reply to them, 'Depar? from me, aft ye 
"workers of iniquity, T knowyou not, Mat, 7.2J 
Fourthly, Nor will Confeſſion to a Prieſt, nor his Abſolution, 
hy a ſure foundation for peace of Conſcience : indeedjudiciousand 
pious Priefts or Miniſters 'are the fitteſt perfons of alLother:to:con: 
tes to, and to give cotinſet 'wherea perſon is notable tomakea 
right judgment ofhis own caſe: And beſidesChriſt hath [rac 1 
erand commandment to his Miniſters, to declare and pronounce to 
the penitent the pardon and abſolurion of their fins; and it is-no 
ſmall advantage to a-droopirig Chriſtian to have his pardon deck- 
red by one whom. both his pious judiciouſneſs, and_his: Oflice war- 
rants foto'pronounce anddetlare,'''” Nt! 
_ But ifa Miniſter, miſtakingly, ſhould deny abſolution to the.pe- 
nitent, judging him ſtill impenitent, or:if he ſhould abſolve the.im- 
penitent, judging him'a true penitent ;| Here the error of the He- 
rald makes void both 'his deaunciation:of War, to thoſe:to whom: 
God will give peace; and his Proclamation hy to thoſe whany 
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God will not receive,  H& 


and Repentance, but they are not the price of our peace. ” ''c- 


So-that though Miniſters are:£0, bg, helpers of cur joy, 
ON CRT We OE rene 
declgge what is neceſſary to get peace of Conſcience, ſecondly to. 
keep. it... 

OY To oct. peace of Conſcience, it 1s neceſſary that we freh 
our hearts and lives, to ſee the evil of bot h. ſo far AIME cans, 
Hillthe wound. is ſearched to theibottom, 4 1s bats but flight! F 
and oft breaks out again; On this account it is that ſome mens fears 
i&uraaponthem: Not that a Chriſtian cariat once recollect all the 
errours of.-his life, and all thediſtempers that .his heart hath been 
bapreſled. with, butheisitoſearchas faithfully,as he can, and ſethis. 
&g6-in prider before hisrown face, 3nd when ala occaſion brings 56 


F-fargatten fic to.his.&cmembringg, :he.is to be. humbled, to 
pwr ;andcry,, Lord bemnerci PPS Wi o. have, been Gs a 
Gare hofuchaway,atſach a tyme,wit h.ſuch or ſuch : "this ſtriving 
19-underſtand the plague of our own hearts and errours of curtivc, 
wihlay: © fure-foundation for Peace. through the blood 0 GY 4 
Aus ſccondly;, the isito mougnfor the evil. ap convinced of, tor 
SK Roply the brokemhearted chat Chriſt. binds up,, a, 61. 1, 2,3 
that views over a catalogue of ſins, and utes the. RNS. 
withanſtancesin arr we and? &t is not deeply affected. with for- 
towefarſinnidg-dgai of his.m WO he reign pa an 
halbawalenod! Oe aſdnay Mes ality, but true Pe 
py: i bit: TM yak repo #99 hat] FFI 0 
rg. (2 Ty DAZ. ;2169 SI: i 
dip,;Hemuſt prove}, his repentance 
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ſevere a ſearch, [that it will nat only caſt oft the Devils "-PIFOR 
his Liver andall theragsof 3 #t;:f@that they invain feelcfot ſolid 
Peace, 'who will notiown; their tlgraliabice befors-the Warld;:50 
the warning) ob ptiit _ rs byctheir Exanipte ;. nay, they.-witbſgon. eq 
turn to the wallowing again in chomure; who for any. Workdly 
ends can beoontented tobe S eaſpedbed, 'bobeguilty cheival {18s. 

Fourthly, Faith inthe propitiation of Chriſt's:death'; 
ly necefary:to Peace, (and 74.1 ypumans ah rhecApoſtle, ak; nog. 
and 10. 1,2. condemns the Mofaical Saexifides; as iingblo)to- make 
the Worlhipers;perſedt ; in things pertaining; tb the Conſciente, for 
Conſtienceeanndt be quiettill it hath wrationaland farisfattory: ac 
coun that God: by his own infinite © wifdomni hath ſdordered to 

uy met toSalvation, as may be becoming his foveraignty: 'andho- 
linels, | indy. be aſutable;reduttion of -retionsh:creatures; 
ſingers-to- the roger and-alſo to the fear of theirimaker:.:O 
account it is ſaid, Zeb. 9.13; 'r4. {the blood. of Bulls, aud-of 'Gaats, 
Oc. .can fanttifie to the purifying of the fleſh, how 'much ' thoreciſball| the 
blaod of Chriſt, who through the eternal ſpir. it offered himſelf without 
fpot to God,” purge your Conſciences from dead works, taſerve the che 
Geda that is, toferve God with a ; confidence of: {cc promos in Ch 
notwithſtanding tormer ſins. 

So then it \is Faith that applies the blood of Chriſt: to Confictue 
for. juſtifieation:in that inward»Court, iand produces: Peace hg 
which fa ,Joined:with' keaxehing _ and: ways, and! 
contrite po umble for our Drain our-r 
before-men, will be arinfatib e why to tanNegesn __ 

purchaſed by Chriſt. - Ar 

"Randy. 2+ hall ſpa: of: ichat is: mockliiry to os Pederres 
Conſcience when.:it is obrained; ;anih fieſt F: bes thattlie methods 
L-before montioned of frequent Confeſſions to 1a Priefb ot:Miniſter) 
Penances; Almſ-deeds, Get, will Hat RL Conſcience: 'Ina faroof 
true Peace: PEAS 

It evident to experience, that this part off tho prize is ſuch thas 
when i it 15 obtained in'ſome goo&meaſure, yet it may. be laſt} and 


our: fears 'and doubts:may return;wpon us: T anſwer therefore 
G1 that 


6 © - Al 
that to have peace of Conſcience there is necellary ;; "Firſt, that we 
avoid every wilfull and preſumptuous fin; and. ſuch "WC are to 

reckon all works of the fleſh which are manifeſt; recited by the A- 
poſtle, Gal. 5. 19,20, 21. asalſoall aQts proceeding out of any habir 
and cuſtom, which we know to be evil. © 7 oF: 

_ . 2: Thatwegeta right judgment of what is our duty, by being 
well acquainted with that great-PireQor of Conſciefce, the hol 
Scriptures, for ignorance always makes Perſons. either overbol 
or:over-ſcrupulous and fearful. OO 
«i. 3- Becauſe of our daily falling intoſins of infirmity and inadver 
tency; it is neceſſary that wedaily exerciſe theſe three great duties: 
1. Dailyſelfexamination, that we may recover the knowledge of 
thoſe things wherein we have offended- 2. That wedaily repent 
{rioufly of what fins, even of infirmity we have obſerve to paſs 
from us.: - 3. That we exerciſe Faith irearneſt application to Gods 
mercy wm Chriſts death, whom he hathſet forth to be. a propitiatt- 
on for ſin; All.thisI ſuppoſe is-intimated in tlie advice of 'S Fohy; 
T John'2., T2. Little Children this Twrite unto you, that you ſin wor ; 
but-if any man fin; we have an advweate with the Father, Jeſus: Chriſt 
the: Righteous, A 4th, thing requifite to keep peaceof. Conſcience; 
is, that we conſtantly ſtrive to grow in Grace, and to perfeCt holiz: 
neſs in'thefear of God;; A fifth: that; we faithfully endeavour to 
promote the glory of God, .as we: have! ability and: opportunity; 

Afxth-is that ao be conftant ang "gr in the :dailyiexerciſe of 

lip! das wor 1 3 .11Þ | er, rar E& Sr 107 SI mEDOR 31417099 
te And now ſure ee ets iftle Rhetorick:to perſwade' any: to 
deſire to'obtain this part of the prize, for peace of Conſcience is 

ecrtainly the beſt fealt tharany-can invite himſelf to next tothe ſup- 
per of the-Lambthe glory:of Heaven: And horror! of Conſcience; 
oratfearful »expeAation of wravh; which-will (though: fafpended 
throughra:ſinners-carcleſnefs or fearedneſs) yet at: laſt ſeize on eve- 
ry wiltul ſinneris an Hell upon Earth : AndI dare appeal to the 
reaſon of any man, whether the:means aſſjgned+tor. either the pet- 
ting or keeping peace of Conſcience 'be not fit. tor the Majeſty. of 

God to require of eyery one that expects ſuch a: great: boon - trom | 
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him for his Sons ſakes, yea whether all required to obtain peace 
'of Conſcience -or keep-it be 'tiot' tothe immediate” advantage of 


him who hall uſe thoſe Methods, though underithe uſe 'of them 


his peace ſhould be for ſome time tilfpended, -and: he ſhould walk in 
darkneſs and fee no light 3 ſeeing thereby hewould:both do what 
became him and preſerve his own peace, and fow light. and gladnefs 
of heart to be reaped in Gods due time; + 
Thethird part ofthe Prize we-are to run for: promiſed :in- this 
'new Covenant is the peetul grace of Godj :and here 'firſt I will. (ex- 
Plain what iris. i 1191s tua I nd Pg Hot gage 
Grace isany efndowment. that God freely for Chriſts ſake beſtows 
on Mankind 3 whether thoſe.endowments are fuch as Adam: inin- 

: nocency had,-Eut loft, or whether they. be any powers that mens 
Souls are endowed- with which 4am in innocency. had;not -be-- 
cauſe he needed not ; ſuchas is the power to mourn, and be cohtrite 
'forſin3-and it may befome other Powers alſoare now through: the * 
grace of Ged given to believers, which 4damihad-not in!ivinpeen- 
cy, and all theſe are called: Grace, --becauſe- they; pre the efteQ:: of 
Gods free'gitt in-Chrift Teſas.! HJOB3VW,WE05 TE 451 30 30h: Diyo5 
-- * Some'of them'arecalled commonGrace: as being; found :planted ' 
the nature of every man ;-till either by his own wilful fipning . 
he hath blotted it out, or by the; vicionſneſs:of his education, or 
the cuſtoni of the people, amongft whomrhensbort;: this cotamon * 
-graces ſtifled, and ſome times ſtifled foxanly,;1 that; there ;{carce: 6- 
ver appeard any ſigns of lite init, and thus fomeNationgarereport- 


6d to be' without.God inthe World, their progenutors- hayi ag: 1- 


ved in the practice of groſs abominations,wiltully threxy off allſenſe 


of God; and-ſtrovetounplant jin theiriown minds; Aheiftical prin- 
ciples; and brought up- their cchildren'm'the:fight:and-jmitation;of 
theirAtheiſtical praftices,andſo they:alſo hecameAtheiſts,and:ſo-pro- 
papated it from Generation ro:Generation, notby-blotting thecom- 


mon notion of 4 God out of the hearts of their-children, but by 


ſtifling it ſo early by the example of their own ' Atheiſtical practices - | 
generally committed, rhey kept: the: :notion! of .a;Godhead, as 
the firſt Cauſe of. Cauſes, . and as the Lawgtwer: ta, Ratzopial Be- 


INgs." 


_—_ 
ings from having any. efficacy on their hearts or lives. All mankind 
" havetherefore lome:common. endowments, which are asif; were 
the'ftock-on which)Gods:ipecial Grate: 1s planted,, Nat thay theſe 
were-detived! frontany. power that, was reſerved» 10. the ffs. Aden; 
by mittigarion-bf rhe Qurſe-(whichif6ll ag entirely on Ladam, 25 dn 
the fallen Angels, but they, were andeed reſerved both to Adamand 
all his Poſterity, onthe account of the promiſed Seed, who wasto 
beincarmite and tobethe Mediator.of the New: Covenant, which 
being promiſal by:God: id-the ſentencing of the Sexpant, Jdid asit 
were toreſtall and hinder the denunciation and immediate Bke- 
cucidacot'the fall Curſe *upoh Adam; though the whole: was due 
for. his firzand-only ſo much of it was denounced, as might by the 
Grate.off God work together :for good to him. and his poſterity-in 
-the New: Covenanc;:namely« the. outward: miſcxies of life and tem- 
porlodeatiy'i: .o 120; 01 19/70q; 513 2:23 715i: 100 bob ig 129 
-\\/ Thoronmoniendowiments/ofiafl. mankifid referved to them for 
Chiftizſake; randinvertueof. the new Covenant are, many x But 
amb theſe, T doinot'reckon thoſe powers of man's ſoul which 
could not be taken away, without the altering of his nature; and 
tnakilp himvanother manner of being than a- man. 01 vational crea- 
cute iſuch/are the powers 'tothink, and reaſon, and .will to chuſe, 
for chef6areftill eyen in the Devils. ' - 9iold fir 
0/T:dare not takevipon:meco-mventary; and enumerate all, cheſe 
often endowments; refereed; dr :t6 ſet the paint! how: far-this 
vormmongraee 3pbes;. andiwhere, ſpecial! grace: begip$/;but I wall 
Hnatgeiſonicas rhomoſtreminentendowments common to all man- 
kind; 'givenby Chriſtthe ſecond 4dam, 1 
-':: Firſt; To'apptove'of '2ndbe well pleaſed. with, Gotlls proyidenee 
lover adi Governimentiofrthe Wbrid-,;-andjthat he makes known 
-birhGlEF bythis Boanty;- ir falling every chingſingg "With lhigplen- 
195214 by his bringing down ot Fyrants:zind cruel men; arid vindi- 
(ating ofthe poor Fatherleſs and oppreſſed, [and exalting of good 
men;-ſo that men ſhall fay, doubtleſs there is ateward for the righ- 
teaus?:doubtleſs-there' is:a God that judgeth.in:the.FartÞ ; all.men, 
Eythavealpower'toapproveof theſe acts' of God's) bounty; Fed 
acts f ON 


do RENE nſticainglie World z "- allo lisye:bhey.:4.power £0: 
part what is comely,, ar uncomely CITED 9, and.refle 
on what they do, =—' what thes oe done withapprobation,if it was 


what became them, or elſe with ſelfcondemnation if it was otherwiſe, 


3- They have a Poet; to: ARRIDYE Sh. Ads: 1061 Tompeinange, 
Juitice, and Charity in other men..1,., $151551nv9 07 199, of A. 
They. have a Jver to rn that they need th communi: 
cation of better ies than they, have af-preſent; -itoienable them 
to do:the : good they wh do al to elchew the evil; they would a- 


void; | 7 14. 11.5 DOK: / uy: PL 1- "of 

5. They have therefore 2 power to prajrgo! Golf fon Hetet: abild 
ties, -and to uſe filk,gacans.o<-ho hath appointed for, sbg.1abraining 
of thoſe abilities... Wherher thoſe means arch prmara}l Wikdbm 
=: .CXPETICnce diftate, '>r ar. .of-Gods, papa) appowrtment : 
But this. power of prayer'for ſpecial Grace; | is ſeldom. ſtirred: u 
and put in a&,but under the vreaching of the Xe Theſoarloak 
are the.commpn.pawergof.huinane nature ; 'v by 'vegtue 
of Chrifts Incarrbge and Paſſion, all mea arpinyoſtedo ever Blow 
thens, and thoſe w! ho.are trangers|tg the; Hiya Oratles :;Buqcoet 
even theſe common endowments may; beliha/d away! ;195:4namat 
firſt loſt our ſock,.or by | evil education; -or.the.: proaleney, 4p _ 
Gh le, raay-bg ſtiled.. « Gail 90 Tel 4 \T1: 1421 Ol: 0). 

* 2, Special Grape, muſt bediſtingy ida-from5ahe gatteuls ad 
vantage ſari have,;by, their / po. : their jou! by 
which they are-by.Nature.or Cuſtom! difinglinddito: ſome { ſor A 
of ſins. Luther faid. that naturally hewasaverſt 0 coverouſncts; 
but uſually where nature ſtops one ſluiceit opens another: i; |. // 

_ Theretors-by-theiſpecial/Gragt: of God ;;i I'mean;! t. TherGom: 
munication of power to grieve and :mourn for: our: fins pbboaue 
done contrary;to-Gads) hag  2hd& iprgjudicing; our: :commu- 
hs—nppryy > Sno Anrs Oh | <_ x ip ek 
PAWSr; toi i beheve t OJF Lf at-1G ad IA 
_*8vqldtion; hath:| made): (known! radnartniigi $8. un 
\&r9ing thei way lob bringing: ſimners: yntd. (Gl a yah adn 
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-Chriſt, and to'rejoicein the knowledge of ſo orcat Salvation, and 
to give all diligence to make ſure of a part if them. | 
; A power - to ſet our ſelves to mortifie every luſt, 'and ſinful 
affection; that would be gratified, though with Gods diſhonour, 
andithe woundingofour own Conſciences. | 
4 A power to conſecrate our ſelyesto Gods gl lory, ind to hav 
reſpecy' roall his cothrands,and to deſire and indeavour to do them. 
5. To delight in the'ways of Gods worſhip, and to perforrh'that 
worlhip in Spirit and-in truth, - that -is, with. endeavouring to 
ſteady thoughts, and have raiſed affe&tions in the exerciſe of 
che holy ' Fear; Faith, 'and-Love of God, and'de! light it itt Rn ©. 
6. To have our deſites after God, hs our 4 or n-ahd' Hi pinels, 
and to count our ſelves only fo far happy a$We know ant Ive R 
\7. To reſign upour ſelves to his wil, -and ſubmit 40 - his Sove+ 
raignty, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs 1 in all thar he appoints about ut us 
wit hout murmurl 


8. To'depend ' 5 his merey, "or all the good things pro- 
miſed in Jefus Chriſt; and: uport his providence for ſaſtty from 
temporal evits,. for fupply of all 800d” rhings " neceſfary”'tind con- 
venient-; andfor ſucceſs in our lawful ways, and tobe kept in per- 
felt peace, by having our hearts ſtayed upon him. | 
9. To do juſtly tor Juſtice ſake ; hateing, hurting, diſpiſing, 


cally inhoh none; 'but-loving, ever one,' and delighting cipe- 
in-holy and humblemen, of what way ſoever they be.” 


4 To be  willingand able to ſuffer for the name'of Chriſt, and 
to overcome the ſlaviſh fear of death, and to rejoyce in hopes ofa 
Reſurreftion unto glory. 


':Theſe and ſeveraliothers, -are the Atts of chat ſpecial grace pro. 
ſed to us in'the new Covenant: - -': 2} 

:80that common Grace/is the . effe&t ' of Chriſts Incarriation! and 

Paſſion, without uſe ofany previous means;- yetimay: be finn'd's- 

. way, by wiltul reſiſting the. light, or yielding, to: 4ll education 

| or example. . Special | is the purchaſe of Chriſt; alſo by his 

*Hrcarnation and Paſſion;but was and isconveyed moſtly ,if nor only 

bets cheyreiclung of the Goſpel both before and- ifver Chriſts appen- 


rance 


ee - ET ——_ 


rafce inthe fleſh, and now afe wrought in us by tholp Mrdinances 
that Chriſt hath inflituted in his Chureh, to theur \i wy tye within 
the pale of the viſible Church, - | 

Therefore in the next place fhall; ve than this is promileckts 
us, infſtancesin a few Scriptures *may; ferve;iJobo,2. 17. The Law 
was. given by Moſes, but grace and truth came by Jeſus Chrift : Even 
before Moſes was and ſince alfo. And the new'heart and new ſpi- 
rit 1s promiſed, Ezek.11.9,20. I will give them one heart, and [ 
will put anew ſpirit within You, and; T will: take the ſtony heart: ont of 
their fleſh, and give them aw heart ' of fleſh, that- they may walk in\my 
ſtatutes, and keep my ordinances, and do them, und [will be their. God, 
and they ſhall be my people. and Tit. 2. 1, ta. The grace of God that 
Þringeth ſalvation, hath appeared to all men,\ teaching' us. to deny un- 

godlineſs and wordly lufts, and to live ſoberly, rhreogh, and godly in 


Nis preſent world. 
And indeed ifthis was not part of the prize, all the reſt would be 


loſt, as appears by FecelvIng what I aſhign as netelfary to obtajn 


them. Ts 

And this was the very thiet end (next to the briciging ſinners to 
eternal glory) that Chriſt came for, namely toredeem us from all 
iniquity, and purifie to himſelf a peculiar People, zealous of \good 
works, 73t. 2.14. and Eph. 5.2:5,26. Hegave himſelf for his Church, 
that he might ſanitifie and ior e it with the waſhing of water, jag 
the word, ver. 2.7. that he might preſent it to Vimſelf as a g/orivus 
Church, not having ſpot or wrinkle , Of da; ſuch thing but Thus ” + lol 


be holy, and without blemiſh. 
by : irdly, Whar hath Chri , or God by Chriſt, if! conder to. 


_ our haviie this ſpecial Gree, Ee Civ by aMunihg our:Nature 
hath =ogde it capable of thisblefſe& change; he becotningthe'Seed 
of the W oman, and cg port Hith - our \Nathre, harty made' us 
capable to be partakers of eDivinenatufe throbghprace; ;35'a foun- 


tain ofhumane nature was corrtpted? in the firſt AdS#,” whith is 
derived to us by natural generation; To thete is'# Suntdin of hu+ 


mane nature reſtored in ts {cond Ado toÞe' Wijvetto ol oy flu 


pernatural regeneratiori. 7 WONCOTHERD | 
D See9r”* 


Secondly, Chriſt is appointed by God to receive unto himſelf, as 
an head, (Col. r. 19.) all Hlnefs of grace, that of his tulneſs we might 
receive grace, and grace for grace, John 1.16. That is, Gol hath 
committed to him power, toquicken and give ſpiritual life, as the 
Father hath life, ſohath he given to the Son to havelite in himſelt, 
and he quickneth whom he will. fo | 
"Thirdly, He hath given forth lus Ordinances, his Word and Sa- 

*craments, as means for the working of this blelſed-change in us, 

_ Fourthly, Andhe ſends his Spirit to ſtrive with our ſpirits, in 
—_— our. Conſciencesto convinceus of evil, and check us, and 
to ofter motions unto good, and this work of the Spirit thus ſtri- 
ving with men, is in a manner univerſally exerciſed on all,till they 
by reſiſting, ſin itaway.. - TEE | | 

« 4. Fourthly,, Whas. doth' God require us to do, 1n order tothe 
obtaining this part of the prize ? EN. 
--, Tanſwer, Eſt; We are to .bewail our former refiiiances of his. 


asketh-what he doth not deſire. in carneſt,is neverheard,Zawes1,7,s. 


boretly{ wiſhing, 99S. Ault , cante(ſerh;; 
po. wt: 


preſent darling ſing, Jo: Napngitsjhy, ncare the plucking, our. 0! 
right $y8,006 eurtivgntta nght hands” 
A ſecond quali CAtiONN bf 1s f£nat muſt be'fe> 
Tong? , \ i Id$1% 03» £133 "vert 


(27) x 
vent-and earneſt, -like the crys which pinching hunger and thirſt 
extort from vs: and then the promiſe is, Mat. 5: 6. that fach {hall. 
| be fatisfied- ie oa REO conmg jiogmroardy 

Thirdly, It muſt be continued watching thereunto,with all per- 
ſeverance,  Epheſ. 6.18. EE CLIP CORO V5, JR 
| Athird direction to obtain grace is, to avoid-ſuch occaſions. as, 
have been a ſnare to/us: Lead: not-thy {elf into temptation, and, 
pray-to God to remove ſurprizing ſnares, and. thou-ſhal;be heard. 
Fourthly, Attend upon thoſe Ordinances which+may more.in-. 
flame thy Jefire of grace and holineſs, and the Divine Nature, . and. 
make thee more to ſee the odiouſneſs, unprofitableneſs and danger, 
and unreaſonableneſs of the- ways of ſin , ſuch as are eſpecially. 
the Word read and preached and applyed and the Sacraments. | . - 
- Fifthly, Be humble anddeeply ſenſible of thy own weakneſs,and 
deſpiſe not others in their failings, fay as S. Paul, We alſo were ſome- 
times fooliſh, diſobedient; ſerving divers Iuſts and pleaſures, Tit. 3.3. 
God giveth grace to the humble, Jam. 4. 6. as MS 
Sxthly, Inſtruc, exhort, admoniſh, reprove, and incourage o- 
therg, God doubles thy Graces to the uſing'them; and rewards thy 
Charity : eſpecially do thus to thoſe thou' haſt been an occaſion to 
enſnare : ſtrive to recover them. Y 
Now. then ſee the excellency and beauty of this ſpecial Grace, 
It is-it alone that adorns the ſoul to be a fitTemple for God to dwell 
in, and lift up the light of his countenancethere ; it 1s that alone 
that prepares to .bear all events in the world compoſed el andbe. 
comingly : it is that alone which makes God's ways pleaſant - 1t is 
that alone that prevents work for bitter repentance : it.is that alone 
that frees from. Satan's Tyranny, -and overcomes the laviſh fear 
of Neath; and prepares for the Inheritance of the Saints, and many 
other blefled effects of it wehaye before ſet down. TAR 6 
r. 05jef. But then I muſt loſe the pleaſure ofmy in, 4. Andthe 
pain of it alſo: But ſeriouſly. what was the pleaſure 2 1. how mo- 
mentary 2 Secondly, What apain did it leave behind it? but the 
pleaſure of well doing abides, and hath no-mixture. 
2, Oljef. If I could be freed by Grate, ſo as not to betempted, 1 
|: D 2 would 


; (28) 

would feek for it : Byt I my ſelf find after atl myprayers ſtill returns 
of temptations and luſtings of the fleſh againſt the Spirit, and I hear 
that moſt ſerious Chriſtians make the ſame complaint. 

Anſw. x. Tt is not the rebelling of luſt (that is the motion of our 
ſenſitive appetite towards a ſenſible object) that will ibe our'condem- 
nation with God'on' the obſtruction af the work of Grace;. if we 
reſiſt thoſe motions, avoidthe occafions; and pray apainfi them. 

-As for the means aſſigned to attain it ;\: namely, contrition for 
reftſtance of Gods Spirit, prayer, watchfulneſsagainſt-the occaſions. 
of {in, dihgence in the ule of themeans of grace, humility in our 
ſelves,” and charity to others ; theyare 16 fit and decent tor us to 
uſe, and fo ſaitable to-Gods Wiſdom and'goodriefs to-require at our 
hands:; that he that wilfnot apply-them may 'traly ſay: of himſelf 
as'our Saviour faith. of the Phariſees, and Lawyers, Luke 7, 30. 
That he rejefts the Counſel of God againſt himſelf. 

' The fourth part of the prize is: Glory and Happineſs, which we 
will firſt explain as well. as -we are able-from the Scriptures. And 
a5 all the gther promiſes, yea; -and+h1:saifo, had not'been; attaina- 
ble with Grace,fo Grace had yielded but an imperfe& comfort with. 
ont'' Glory promifed as the reward of all:' For to be always inga- 
ged in the combat, though attended moſtly withviftory, is yet a- 
trouptefometiate; andinot free from fears: There-remaifs 'there- 

fora reſt for the people of God, that when they: have fought the 

obo fi it, they may receive tie Crown frointharirighteous Judge 
and tewarter of theſe that firive lawfilly perfevermgto the end : 

This therefore we afſrt-of the blefſednefs/ tocome. 
_'5:- Thar'it'is that Bleſſed finto of ſepayated Souls; wherebythey 

are riot onely freed Fon allremponiloviks ard wlitions, fuch' as 
ate ſickhels,and want;diſappoittmentefdetires;oppoſition andenmi- 
ty from the other 'Creatutes'; iÞut afo>Foth all ' thoſe- tormenting. | 
paſtorts.of Anger, Fear, Envy, Sorrow, and'ihvrdinate defire-; yea, | 
and from all rormenting; compaiſions;;''fo: that: rhough departed - 
_ Saintslovethe Church Militant, 4nd alt che members of it; yet | 
there is no mixture of grief,of fear} fortheirbrethren on Earth, P tk | 
Leing fully fatisfied tharGoddothallthings wiſely and graciouily. 
2, They are freed from'all temptations, and inclinations to evil 


: 


ant 
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and are both perfetediand confirmed, 'in's flate. of uninterrupted 
purity /andholinefs, | 14 27 1000907 369502 2700 euriorat ods fo 
3: They are made perfeQ;in the knowledge of 'God and-Jeſus 
Chriſt,according to thelf capacity,and in the love ofhim,and delight 
in him, and inthe love of all the Saints and holy \Atpels,',yea the 
meaneſt departedSint comes to a oltareriinowledgecnnd marerter- 
vent love FGedand Chriſt thincthe mobd excellent of tha. Saints 
did attain to whilſt they were tif theÞbody, [9727 19974 2119 baynigag? 
4. And at the laſt day'their bodies flalbbe'raifequpgloriotis bo- 
dics uncapable of ſuffering on.any account, | being as immortal as- 
theirSouls; and no way inclining-to ſenſuality,or ſolliciting the Soul 
to yield to any of thale huſts we'aure:now!prone tov! aridebath Squls 
and bodiesſhal! be eternilly: holy /iand eternally: happy; thnough 
the knowledge and love of God, 'whom they: thall toe/Face;taFace; 


by : *. 4 . 
Fm pr "THE . $7:z*00-57 


-and by ſeeing him, be 'made like unto him,” 1 Foh# 3:i2..So 


rhat the beatifical viſion of God, communicated to the Saints in 
glory may well'be fuppaſed tobe more exccellent than what was 
vouchſafed to' the Angels at their fit{t-Creation.: .Seelngthat viſion 


_ will o fix the Saints ina love toGodiznd detight.m/himthat they 


can never more depart'from him" itt the leatt;;whereaS:fome of the | 
Angels fell,and left their firſt Station and habitation = So that:they| 
ſhall not only come to know that God is infinitely wiſe,::#nd , hood - 
and powerful ; tor Adam cowl, yea, an Heathenmdy cdile& ahay 
fromthe Creatores;" nor only'that he is! infinitely” mancifal}s kidg- 
fuffering, and gracious, and true, and holy, and aft fornthim)hs * 
viſion of Faith by the: Goſpel of bur! Lord 'Jefus Obrift makes c- 
vident to believers; but.that he is! all thigand every other glorious 
perfetion, in one pure and undivided Eſſence ſubſiſting 3n-the Fa- 
ther Son, and holy- Ghoſ&/. oo ooo gon I ot 
2; That this is promifed-is- evident from: thefe..and many; mire - 
Scriptages,' Luke 15. $9. Feat vor titie Childreng ar as your Fi therg 
good pleaſure to giue you the K ingdom, Rom. 2.7.7, a:them ' that 'by Þg* 
tient continugnce,- in well doing, feet for honour: uni glory, *and immor- 
tality, God will give-eternab lifes. Fong .z, Belaved; ,now'are we 
the childrer-of God, (and it doth: notiyetriagpenr-whit: wa fad be; bop 
ANT Taboo oboe 
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when: he doth appear;;.we Pd Je like hint, for we ſhall ſee him as he isx 
And thetruthis, the great work of the Goſpel is to beget us to. a 
lively hope of'this injieritance, iricorruptible,. undefiled, that fadeth 
not away, reſerved in the heavens for us, 1 Pet, 1.4 

Thirdly,What hath Chriſt donethat we may be partakers of this? 

' x. By:his:own -bload:he hath conſecrated for vsan entrance into 
a: holieſt ofholies, : #e6.10.20.; He by ſuffering the Curſe, hath 
removed the Angel with the flaming ſword, that kept the way ot 
the Treeot Lite, andpurchaſed the Crown by his own Croſs. 

' 2 He hath alſo interceded and prayed to the Father, that where 
he is we may be alſo, Fohn 17.24 
' He as the fore-runner x ga before: fo prepare. a place for us, 
obs 14.,3.. Andhe is aſcended into heaven, in his Humane nature, 
to) take: potſeſſion' of thoſe heavenly Manſions for us. 5 
, He will at laſt come to judge the world, and then will exalt 
BD Saints raiſed up, in both their bodies and fouls, to that King: 
dom prepared for them from the beginning ofthe W orld, Mat 25:34: 
cFontthlyy: What muſt we, do that we may be partakers ot. this 
prize 2.:for as there 1s a-Kingdom prepared tor us, fo there. is a pre- 
paving us-for:the Kingdom, and making us meet to be partakers of 
the inheritatice with the Saints 1n Light, Col. 1.12. And in the ge- 
neral, whatſoever was neceſſary tor our Ig any of the other 
parts of the Prize-is neceſſary here alſo. 

$0 that inſt, ' No impenitent perſon ſhall enter into the Kingdom 
of Henvenz rt Cori'6. 9, 10. 

| Secotidly;;: No unbeliever ſhall be aved, none that doth not with 
all pofſible thankfulneſs give God the Glory of his Mercy in Chriſt, 
Mark 16.16. 

Thirdly, No unmortified man, living. and dying: ſuch , ſhall be 
faved ; 'nofie in:whom any one Juſt doth yet raign,. and is allowed 
to ſway and govern them;'and to ſuppreſs the fear, and faith, and 
loyeof God, Rom 8.13. 

F ourthly, None whoſe treafure is upon earth, in profits, plea- 
fures, Qc. Mat.6.21. For where their treaſure is, there will their 
hearts be-alſo,-and heaven, would not be heaven to thoſe that are 
carnally minded. Fitthly, 


__ 
Fifthly, None that loyes not God above all, :and; hs;neighbaur 
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- Sixthly, »Who-liyes-not ta God's Gloty,: Mitias: 345336. -: 


humble ofall profeſſions there; and his pattiality, and faction, -ithe 
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* Keventily,. Who perlexergs'not;in;the-Wayal, repentageh, haith, 
montification, loye and-liohndls teh 
_ the Prize, becauſe he doth not finith the race, Rom. ;2, 7, 8 15:to 
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them that by patient continuace, .in well doing, ſeek for honour, - 
glory, and immortality, that God will give eternal life. _ 
And now I appeal to any man that believes: that bleſſed Nate of- 
the Saints 1n heaven; whether it'1s* not'an happineſs worth pur- 

luing, at the rate of all the doings agd ſutterings required of us. 
How mean was the expeQat T' the old Heathen, who looked * 
but for 'an Elizium and quiet {Muezs, and ſome of their more He- 
roick Virtuoſo's, to be admitted toa ſenfual banquet of Ne#ar and 
Ambroſia: How cluldiſh is the hope of the poor Negro's, and other 
lately diſcovered Heathen, whoin their molt cruel ſlavery unter. 
h 10: 


32) 
"ſome (who callthemſelves Chriſtians, but'are utdeed Wolves in 
-mensſhape; 62 Devils incarnate) comfort themſelves with the-hope 
that afterdeath their bodies ſhall role under ground to their own 
Couritty, (of to the incloſures of ſome Mountains beyond it) there 
to live again in eaſe and pleaſure: How narrow was the expeRati- 
onof him'that was a Jew only outwardly, and hoped only for a 
long life is the land of his poſſeſſion : '6r of the modern Jew, who 
hopes alſo tg tumble under Seas and Mountains to the land of Cana- 
an, where ais Meſſiah ſhall-come to rule with him overall other 
Nations, and partake of'a ſhare in that fifth Monarchy, 
How beaftly and low is the expectancy of the Maubvimetans, who 
_ to6kifor: a tarnal Paradiſe, wherein they ſhall have free and long 
dallighes and delight in uincleaneſs, rs ans muſick, and other 
tifieations of the fteſh, * '* - 

| But how full, how pure,how rational, how fatisfaQtory is the Chr 
ſtiors happineſsabove alltheſe?Bleſſed beGod that hath brought lite 
and irmriortality to light by the Goſpel of our Lord and Savioar 
Jeſus-Chriſt *-ahd'ever bleſſed be. his name, that hath not only pro- 
miſed to reward thoſe'that run this race lawfully, but alfo to aſliſt 
the humble and ſincere, and preſerve them from every evil work 
unto his heavenly Kingdom, '2 Tim. 4x8. and to keep them by his 
power throughfaithunto'Salvetion, ©Zherefore efore-my'beloved Brefbren, 
B8'ye Redfaſt," "wtmouehble," als fo all "#4 the work-of the Lord, 
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